RESEARCH PROPOSAL

Research proposals often precede jobs, projects, consulting opportunities, or acceptance to graduate school … yet rarely do we get a chance to see or practise them!

ASSIGNMENT:

Read and understand several scientific articles (journals, not magazines) that interest you.

Stop (!!) and think about how you might adapt the things you’ve learned to do an original project of your own. Brainstorm with colleagues!

Write a proposal to convince me (a potential funder) of the importance of your study. There is no need to provide a budget in this exercise, but you do need to “sell” your ideas.

Carefully imitate the style of your chosen journal in every detail.

You should have the following sections:

INTRODUCTION
You might not use “Introduction” as a heading, but you should still have such a section. This section would provide background information, mention key papers, provide a convincing rationale, and state the aims of your project. If you are testing hypotheses, you should outline them in the Introduction.

Note: 1) be sure to give both the common name and scientific name the first time you mention any organism,  2) pay strict attention to how your chosen journal references authors,  3) be clear about why your research is important and should be undertaken, and  4)  have straightforward and reasonable aims.

METHODS
Carefully outline the methods (techniques, analyses, etc.) that you propose to use. Be sure that others could follow your instructions to duplicate your work.

If others have used similar methods, make reference to their articles.

POTENTIAL RESULTS
What results are likely to occur if your study proceeds as planned? Is there a range of possible outcomes? What results are likely to occur regarding each hypothesis described in your introduction?

DISCUSSION
Discuss the meaning that you would attach to the various outcomes that could occur. Is a particular result most likely? Why?

Support your speculations with reference to the published works (primary journals) of other authors.

Point out the significance of various likely outcomes, and the importance of your proposed project.

LITERATURE CITED
Carefully list all the authors and articles that you cited in your proposal. Pay strict attention to the style of your chosen journal.

Bottom line:  I should finish your proposal with a feeling of generosity ($$$) towards the originality, professionalism, and importance of your intended study. Impress me!
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